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Why Wycliffe? 

  
 Wide ranging academic programme at AS and A level 

 An unrivalled track record of supporting students of all abilities 

 Excellent academic results 

 Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

 Exciting and innovative teaching 

 Opportunities to develop leadership and team skills 

 Responsibility at House and College level 

 Emphasis and support on the development of study skills and independent 

learning 

 Small set sizes 

 Comprehensive careers and higher education guidance programme  

 Support of a personal tutor 

 Participation in decision making – Student Council & Student Surveys 

 Excellent sports facilities 

 Wide range of extra-curricular activities 

 A life skills programme that prepares students for life beyond Wycliffe 

 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Official figures released in October 2010 show that Wycliffe is one of the top schools for  
A level results.  According to government context value added scoring, Wycliffe is one of 
the top 7% of schools in the UK. 

  

 This year saw 10 students achieving all A* and A grades at Wycliffe winning places at the 
country‟s top universities including Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, Imperial and UCL.  

 

 Wycliffe Sixth Form is the start of something new and very special. We provide the 
opportunity to develop new relationships with staff and to equip our young people with 
the skills required for life beyond College.  Pupils are given the opportunity to play an 
important part in shaping and supporting the ethos of the College, to be positive role 
models for younger students and to develop their individual style and presence in the 
community.  
 

 Wycliffe Sixth Form offers a wide and diverse range of A levels designed to meet the 
needs of not only our students but the ever changing opportunities at university and in 
the world of work.   
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 We pride ourselves on being flexible, designing programmes of study that meet the needs 
of the individual, ensuring students gain the most from what the Wycliffe community has 
to offer. 

 Wycliffe is committed to providing students with the tools to become truly independent 
learners, in preparation not only for their A levels but life beyond school. We provide on 
going support in both study skills and thinking skills. 

 Opportunities to develop leadership and team skills.  Students have the opportunity of 
responsibility at House and College level and our prefect system also provides our senior 
students with the opportunity to develop vital leadership and team building skills. 

 Excellent pastoral care provided through our dedicated team of boarding house staff. 

 Effective careers and higher education guidance in school.  The Independent Schools 
Inspectorate, May 2010 reported that our 'Senior pupils are well advised over their 
university applications, and are well prepared academically and through developing their 
independence and self-confidence for the next stage of life'.  We also provide dedicated 
careers advice provided by our own Careers Manager who is able to offer individual 
guidance interviews to all Year 12 and Year 13 pupils on alternative post-18 pathways.   
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 Academic support through personal tutors.  Every student has a personal tutor who is 
their key advisor on academic matters.  At regular meetings tutors support students to 
monitor their academic progress, set targets and give advice on decisions about careers 
and higher education.  The tutors work closely with the House Staff and the Head of Sixth 
Form to ensure students receive appropriate and timely support. 

 Wycliffe‟s award-winning programme for Gifted and Talented education has been used as 
a model for schools and colleges throughout the country.  We are the only school in the 
UK to win the prestigious NACE Challenge Award across every one of the six stages of 
education - from pre-school right through to A level. We were also the first independent 
school in the country to collect the prize.  

 Our unrivalled track record of supporting students of all abilities including those with 
mild to moderate specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia and dyspraxia.  Wycliffe 
has been accredited by CReSTeD, for the past four years. 

 Wycliffe Sixth Form has a dedicated Life Skills programme in which all students 
participate. We are committed to ensuring that students are prepared for the challenges 
of being an adult and the responsibilities that come with this.  To this end, we invite a 
diverse range of speakers into the school and encourage students to become global 
citizens, developing a knowledge and commitment to the local and international 
communities and an awareness of „the self' and others. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nace.co.uk/
http://www.crested.org.uk/
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 Innovative approach to learning and teaching. 
 

 Participation in decision making – Student Council.  Regular opportunities to complete 
sixth form surveys.  Prefects and Heads of House involved in leading the school. 

 

 English for speakers of other languages.  Our ESOL Department has a long and successful 
history of providing both general English Language tuition and EAP (English for Academic 
Purposes) to Sixth Form students.  Our highly professional teaching team supports 
international students with their Sixth Form studies and prepares students for external 
English language qualifications, including iGCSE, Cambridge FCE/CAE/Proficiency, TOEFL 
and IELTS. 

 

 Emphasis and support on the development of study skills and independent learning.  
Students have a bespoke academic planner, individual tutorials, Life Skills session, report 
reviews and individual target setting. 

 

 Small set sizes. 
 

 Wycliffe has an enviable reputation for providing a comprehensive range of activities for 
Sixth Form students.  It is essential for the development of young people that students 
have the opportunity to participate in activities at a recreational and competitive level 
such as Duke of Edinburgh, Model United Nations, Young Enterprise and CCF to maximise 
individual potential and achievement.  
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 Our wide range of sporting opportunities which gives students opportunities to develop 
their talents and skills and to enjoy sport as a member of a team, as individuals or for 
recreation.  The school‟s wonderful facilities include a floodlit Astroturf, a modern 
purpose built sports hall with two full-sized basketball courts, a swimming pool and a 
fully equipped high tech gym.  
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What Do Our 2010 Leavers Say? 
Extracts from Ollie Capehorn’s (Head of School) Speech Day address 2010 

 
„This year marks my tenth year at Wycliffe and I‟m sure it won‟t come as a surprise to anyone 
that I‟m happy to declare that I‟ve become fully institutionalised and love this place to bits.  I 
think that it‟s a sentiment that‟s shared with many of the leavers here today.  Maccy said in the 
prep room one day: „If there was a Wycliffe university, I‟d probably put just that on my UCAS 
form‟. 
 
„There are very few things that don‟t seem to get a „yes‟ at this place.  Windmill and 
observatory?  Check.  Human sundial.  Check.  Young Farmers‟ Club?  Check.  School-wide curry 
afternoon?  Check.  A chapel on atheism.  Check.  Random arches blocking perfectly good 
footpaths?  Check.  Vegetarian scholarship?  Check. 
 
How many adults in this room can boast that they have daily contact with people from countries 
such as Germany, France, Russia, China, Japan, Wales, Korea, Spain?  I‟m acutely aware that I‟ll 
have no other opportunity in my life where I‟ll be exposed to quite so many different cultures in 
one small place. Wycliffe is a melting pot for different cultures, religions and languages and I 
believe those who don‟t embrace this as much as they possibly can are really missing out. 
 
Plato said in „The Republic‟ that „the direction in which education starts a man will determine 
his future in life‟.  This seems like a pretty obvious thing to declare – but perhaps we don‟t 
dwell on quite how significant the environment in which we are taught affects us.  The decision 
by my parents to move me to Wycliffe Prep School at the age of 8 was one of the best things 
they‟ve done for me.  Through the infectiously happy atmosphere that surrounded me and the 
genuine support of all the staff, notably in the Drama department, I began to develop 
confidence and a genuine love for learning and dare I say it.... for Wycliffe.  My dad said to me 
when I was young that attitude and drive is the key to success – and Wycliffe does a sterling job 
of channelling the ambitions and dreams of its pupils.  There are some pretty inspirational 
people here today.  Wycliffe's great forté is how it allows us all to develop their niche yet also 
allow the mentality to breed that anybody can do anything if they put their mind to it. 
 
Wycliffe is so much more than just another institution.  It‟s incredibly special.  Happy friendly 
people at Wycliffe are like rats in London – you‟re never more than a few metres from one.  The 
real world is just not as nice or as fun as Wycliffe.   
 
So, it‟s with a heavy heart that I make the abrupt transition from Wycliffian to Old Wycliffian.  I 
feel hugely indebted to this place and – the people who make this place what it is.  The 
teachers, the ludicrously friendly groundstaff, maintenance and house staff and most 
importantly, my friends.  I will hold the Wycliffian values true to my heart for the rest of my life.  
It‟s obligatory to leave Wycliffe, but it‟s not obligatory to stop being a Wycliffian.  Leavers, as 
you leave this hall today and the next chapter of your life begins – Be bold, be loyal.  Be proud 
to be a Wycliffian, and everything that it stands for.  Wycliffe, thank you. 
 



 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Leavers’ Destinations 

Institution Name Course Placed 

Aberystwyth University  History 

Aston University International Business and Management 

Bath University Mathematics 

Birmingham University Psychology 

Birmingham University Modern Languages  

Bournemouth University Interactive Media Production 

Brighton University Architecture 

Brighton University Pharmacy  

Bristol University Biochemistry 

Bristol University Biochemistry 

Cambridge University Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic 

Cardiff University Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies 

Cardiff University Environmental Geoscience 

Cardiff University Music 

City of Bristol College Theatre Media Performance 

City University Mechanical Engineering (i) 

Derby University Outdoor Activities Management 

Durham University History 

European Business School, London Business Foundation Course 

Exeter University French and Spanish  

Exeter University Psychology 

Gloucestershire University Journalism 

Imperial College London Chemical Engineering 

Keele University Music Technology 

Kent University Economics 

Leeds Metropolitan University English Literature 

Leeds Metropolitan University Childhood Studies 

Leeds Metropolitan University Physical Education 

Leeds University New Media 

Leeds University Politics 

Liverpool John Moores University  Business Studies 

Liverpool John Moores University  International Journalism 

Liverpool University History 

Liverpool University Civil Engineering 

Manchester University International Management  

Manchester University Design Management for Fashion Retailing 

Manchester University Economics 

Nottingham Trent University Media (with specialist pathways) 

http://search.ucas.com/cgi-bin/hsrun/search/search/StateId/QAIuv3nOzjGLFhX0ue6fud7RTJ5ou-4wvM/HAHTpage/search.HsInstDetails.run?i=L51
http://search.ucas.com/cgi-bin/hsrun/search/search/StateId/QAIuv3nOzjGLFhX0ue6fud7RTJ5ou-4wvM/HAHTpage/search.HsInstDetails.run?i=L51
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Nottingham Trent University Media (with specialist pathways) 

Nottingham University Management Studies 

Nottingham University Mechanical Engineering 

Nottingham University Sociology 

Oxford Brookes University Biology 

Oxford Brookes University History/Politics 

Oxford Brookes University English 

Oxford Brookes University Business and Management 

Oxford University Law with French Law 

Portsmouth University Drama and Performance 

Reading University Real Estate 

Royal Holloway, University of 
London Criminology and Sociology 

Sheffield University Computer Science  

Solent University 
International Business Management with Language 
Foundation Year 

Southampton Solent University 
International Business Management with Language 
Foundation Year 

Staffordshire University Business Studies 

Swansea University Actuarial Studies 

University College London 
(University of London)  German  

University College London 
(University of London)  Modern Languages  

University of the Arts, London Digital Media Design 

University of the West of England History 

UWI, Cardiff Marketing Management 

York St John University English Literature and History 

York University Management 

York University Environmental Science 

http://search.ucas.com/cgi-bin/hsrun/search/search/StateId/QAIuv3nOzjGLFhX0ue6fud7RTJ5ou-4wvM/HAHTpage/search.HsInstDetails.run?i=U80
http://search.ucas.com/cgi-bin/hsrun/search/search/StateId/QAIuv3nOzjGLFhX0ue6fud7RTJ5ou-4wvM/HAHTpage/search.HsInstDetails.run?i=U80
http://search.ucas.com/cgi-bin/hsrun/search/search/StateId/QAIuv3nOzjGLFhX0ue6fud7RTJ5ou-4wvM/HAHTpage/search.HsInstDetails.run?i=U80
http://search.ucas.com/cgi-bin/hsrun/search/search/StateId/QAIuv3nOzjGLFhX0ue6fud7RTJ5ou-4wvM/HAHTpage/search.HsInstDetails.run?i=U80
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Message From The Head 
 
 
Two exciting and challenging years lie ahead of 
you in the Wycliffe Sixth Form.  
 
In that time you will find many new and exciting 
opportunities to develop your potential to the full. 
You will have the opportunity of choosing „A‟ 
levels from a wide range of familiar and new 
subjects.  The Sixth Form allows you the freedom 
to effectively organise your own study time and to 
use your free time to make the most of what 
Wycliffe has to offer. 
 
The Sixth Form is full of challenges and freedom, 
but with these come responsibility. In addition to 
planning your academic studies you will also be 
responsible for others within the Wycliffe 
community and you will be encouraged to 
participate in the wider life of the Sixth Form, in governance, social activities and charity work.  
 
In making your choices there will be many questions to answer. At this moment, you may be 
asking yourself: What subjects should I take? Will I enjoy a subject I have not done before?  Am I 
good enough to do it?  Can I mix Arts and Sciences?  Is the subject important to my future?  You 
will find answers to those questions and many others in this guide. 
  
Sixth Form life at Wycliffe is full, rich and diverse; it abounds with opportunities and challenges 
both academically and personally.  Make the most of them.  Convert challenge into achievement. 
Above all, aim high and exceed your expectations! 
 

 
 
 

Mrs M E Burnet-Ward 
Head 
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Message From The Head Of Sixth Form 
 
The Sixth Form is an exciting time for our students:   
 

 We provide the opportunity to develop new 
relationships with staff and to equip you with 
the skills required for life beyond College.   

 

 You will have the opportunity to play an 
important part in shaping and supporting the 
ethos of the College, to be positive role models 
for younger students and to develop an identity 
and presence in the local and global community.  

 

 Wycliffe Sixth Form is a large, vibrant and 
culturally diverse community.  In addition to 
our own Year 11 students, many from other 
schools in the UK and abroad join Wycliffe Sixth 
Form.  We believe this is a real strength, 
providing students with the opportunity to 
develop a greater understanding of other 
cultures and to become global citizens. 

 

 Life beyond school is becoming ever more demanding and through a dedicated team of 
teachers, tutors and house staff we provide you with the support, encouragement and the 
skills to become successful, productive and reflective members of not only our school 
community but the community beyond the school gates. 

 
The purpose of this Guide is to introduce you to the range of subjects and activities that are 
offered to Sixth Form students at Wycliffe.   In addition, it is designed to help you choose an 
appropriate and enjoyable programme of study. While it contains an outline of the Sixth Form 
curriculum, fuller details about each subject are available from the College and at the annual 
Sixth Form Fair.  
 
A Wycliffe Sixth Form student leaves us: 
 

 proud of their achievements and successes both within the classroom and beyond 

 with a quietly confident approach, based on excellent communication skills and an 
understanding of service and commitment 

 in the knowledge that they are prepared for the new challenges that will face them. They 
will be eager to make their mark in the world. 

 
If you would like further information please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
Mr Alister Laing 

Head of Sixth Form 
alister.laing@wycliffe.co.uk 

mailto:alister.laing@wycliffe.co.uk
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Sixth Form Philosophy 

 

At Wycliffe we recognise that the young leaders of tomorrow will need to develop a critical 
portfolio of life skills. This portfolio will include skills such as team working, problem solving, 
ICT, developing emotional intelligence and learning how to learn. Personal attributes such as 
resilience and resourcefulness are also fostered. All of these skills will become increasingly 
important in tomorrow‟s world. But undoubtedly the most important life skill of all will be the 
ability to manage change and to be mobile, effective and confident in a fast-moving 
international economy. Wycliffe is therefore committed to the systematic and structured 
development of Life Skills for all its Sixth Form pupils. 

 
Message From The Director Of Studies 
 
The move from GCSE to A levels represents a major change.  Not only is there the chance to 
specialise in chosen subjects, but there is the challenge of studying these subjects in greater 
depth. 
 
Students may spend their private study time working in their Houses, departmental libraries, 
the College Library or other specialist areas.  The College Library is supervised by a member of 
staff and prefects to ensure an appropriate atmosphere for study. 
 

 
 
Wycliffe‟s continually improving academic record is something of which we are very proud. Our 
results put us in the top 7% of all schools in the UK and we have achieved this within a 
framework that includes a huge range of extra-curricular, creative, sporting and cultural 
development too. Our vision, putting education at the centre of every decision taken, sustains 
our approach and ensures that students are the focus of policies and practices. 
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While our staff are directed to make their teaching inspirational and innovative, real learning 
comes from complete engagement from students. We look to foster a partnership between 
teachers, tutors, pupils and parents and expect students to show maturity and discernment in 
their studies and decisions. We achieve this through a very effective Life Skills programme, 
through the leadership and drive of an inspirational Head of Sixth Form and by giving students 
the tools to become effective independent learners. 
  
Typically each A level subject is taught for five periods per week. Students must expect to work 
at least as many hours outside the classroom as they do in it, through proper preparation, 
reviewing their class notes and by completing assignments set in a timely manner. Extra reading 
around the subject, consumption of relevant current affairs and acquainting themselves with 
useful study skills will all help make students even more effective.  
  
It is this approach and the skills learned that makes our Sixth Form such excellent preparation 
for higher education and for the world of work. 
 

Mr Sean Dunne 
Director of Studies 

 
Sixth Form Curriculum At Wycliffe 

 

A levels are made up of the AS level (Year 12) and the A2 (Year 13). Each part makes up 50 per 
cent of the overall A level grade. Students usually choose four subjects, although it could be 
five subjects to study in the Lower Sixth. At the beginning of the A2 year students usually 
continue with three of their four AS subjects.  

 
We offer a broad 
curriculum of AS 
levels as well as a 
range of non AS 
courses in the 
Lower Sixth Form.  
This gives 
students a great 
deal of flexibility 
in choosing a 

programme of study to match their strengths, preferences and aspirations. 
 
In year two of a full A level, you take the A2. This is not a separate qualification but rather the 
second half of the A level. The A2 is designed to deepen the knowledge you gained during the AS 
level. In addition, all Lower Sixth Form students attend the College‟s Life Skills programme ~ a 
separate programme is published at the start of the academic year. 
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It is planned that the following AS and A Level subjects will be available: 
 
Accounting Art & Design Biology 
Business Studies Chemistry Critical Thinking (AS only) 
Design Technology Economics English Literature 
Film Studies French Further Mathematics 
Geography German Government and Politics  
History  Information & Communications Technology 
Japanese Mathematics Media Studies 
Music Music Technology Physical Education 
Physics Psychology Travel and Tourism 
Spanish Theatre Studies   
    
In addition we offer: 
 

 BTEC Sport (see page 55) 

 The Extended Project Qualification (see below) 
 

Complementing the AS Level curriculum, the following non-AS Level courses are available: 
 

 GCSE Mathematics ~ repeat 

 GCSE English language ~ repeat 

 English for speakers of other languages ~ compulsory for international students 
 

 

Extended Project Qualification 
 

What is the Extended Project Qualification? 
 

The EPQ is a fairly new qualification which has been developed over the past two years, and was 
available for teaching in all schools from September 2008. It offers students the chance to 
research their own area of academic interest, and to write it up as a dissertation, with the help 
of a Tutor and a series of focused research skills seminars.  
 
Benefits of the EPQ    
 
Part of the final assessment asks the students to reflect on their experience and to evaluate 
objectively their own performance. Participation in the EPQ should enhance a student‟s 
performance in all subjects and provide an excellent foundation for study at university. The EPQ 
offers students the opportunity to explore, develop and deepen their understanding in a topic 
area of their choice. For many students, this means identifying a topic that they have already 
touched on in their AS studies, but would like to explore further.  
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EPQ projects can include: 

 an extended report (5000 words) – an essay or investigation  
 
or one of the following plus a 1000 word written element; 

 a piece of creative writing  

 a film  

 artwork  

 design of a product or article of clothing  

 website design  

 another agreed format. 
 
The EPQ assesses a whole learning process, and in this respect is very different from coursework.  
The stages are: 
 
1.    Identify an area of interest and refine your title 
2.    Identify a course of action for research and development of your topic 
3.    Write/make/produce your final piece 
4.    Write a report outlining your research and development process 
5.    Present your project 
 
The project is expected to entail approximately 120 hours of work by the student. It is at all 
times the responsibility of the student to meet deadlines and complete the appropriate 
documentation, although guidance is provided through taught sessions and meetings with an 
assigned supervisor. All meetings, sessions and deadlines are compulsory. Students must be 
willing to accept these expectations when they decide to begin a project, as failure to meet 
these conditions will result in students being unable to continue with the programme. 
 

Life Skills Programme 
 
The purpose of the Life Skills programme is: 
 

 to support our Every Child Matters agenda: 
 

o be healthy 
o stay safe 
o enjoy and achieve 
o make a positive contribution 
o achieve economic well-being 

 

 to provide students with the tools to ensure they are able to make the transition to life 
beyond school, no matter what pathway they take. 
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 To develop students‟ Emotional Intelligence (SUMO/Mindgym) 
 

o knowing your emotions 
o managing your own emotions 
o motivating yourself 
o recognising and understanding other people‟s emotions 
o managing relationships ie managing the emotions of others 

 

 To support students in their academic development and post-18 plans 
 
Supporting frameworks 
 
In addition to the internal and external presentations to support our programme, we have from 
2010 introduced two new supporting frameworks to provide students with lifetime tools. 
 
Our programme SUMO4Schools delivers education‟s new 3 Rs for the 21st century: 
 

 releases the skills to meet the challenges in today‟s changing world 

 raises aspirations and achievement 

 builds responsibility for self and community 
 
SUMO4Schools is a personal development leadership programme which builds character to cope 
with the ever changing demands on young people.  SUMO will meet Ofsted‟s objectives that: 
 

 pupils adopt healthy lifestyles 

 pupils‟ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 pupils develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to their future economic 
well-being 

 pupils contribute to the school and wider community. 
 
Building leaning power and SUMO 
 
SUMO empowers students with the ability to be more resilient and work more effectively with 
others.  SUMO builds the students‟ self-belief and self-esteem and therefore enables them to be 
more confident learners.  This new found confidence enables them to ask questions, reflect on 
their learning and produce more positive behavioural habits in the classroom. 
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Mindgym – Give Me Time 
 
Discover ways to: 
 

 achieve more by slowing down 

 get people to do your work for you 

 be happier by spending your days in new ways 

 get time with busy people 

 say no and be loved for it 

 have the right balance between work, play and everything in between. 
 
‘The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People’ – Stephen Covey 
 
Aspects of this highly successful book will also be used in the Life Skills course.   
 

 Habit 1 – be proactive 

 Habit 2 – begin with the end in mind 

 Habit 3 – put first things first 

 Habit 5 – seek first to understand, then to be understood 
 

Advice On Choosing A Levels 
 
Selecting Subjects: 
 
It is important to realise that, whether you are aiming at a degree course or at employment 
after the Sixth Form, what matters is the combination of subjects you study and the grades that 
you achieve.  Above all, it is wise to choose subjects in which you have a keen interest and 
which will keep you motivated towards success for two years. 
 

 It is usually wise to choose at least two science subjects rather than just one, though 
biology and geography might, for example, be a sensible pairing. 

 Mathematics is recommended for those intending to read economics at university. 

 Mathematics and/or physics are essential for engineering courses, although those without 
mathematics or science A Levels can enter certain four-year courses in engineering.   

 Chemistry is the required subject for medicine and veterinary science, while mathematics 
and/or physics at A Level are often strongly recommended. 

 Accounting and business studies and economics are not an acceptable combination. 
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Independent learning in the Sixth Form - are you ready for a 
different way to learn? 

 

Wycliffe has a clear vision of the qualifications and skills young people need to flourish in the 
future.  Certainly pupils need to achieve the best academic results possible, but in an evermore 
dynamic and competitive global economy it is increasingly apparent that an academic education 
alone is not enough.   
  
To succeed in our rapidly changing and demanding world, students must develop a portfolio of 
life skills that will enable them to be mobile, effective and confident.   
 
Research carried out by the Association of Graduate Recruiters identified seven key skills: 
 

 Self-awareness ~ the ability and confidence to identify and use personal skills, interests 
and strengths 

 Exploring opportunities ~ the ability to identify, create, investigate and seize 
opportunities 

 Action planning ~ the ability to organise time effectively and to monitor and evaluate 
progress 

 Networking ~ the ability to define, develop and maintain a support network of personal 
contacts for advice and information 

 Negotiation ~ the ability to reach „win/win‟ agreements 

 Coping with uncertainty ~ the ability to adapt goals and apply skills in new contexts 

 Development focus ~ a commitment to life-long learning and an understanding of 
preferred methods and styles of learning 

 
Wycliffe is committed to the structured and systematic development of such skills through a Life 
Skills programme supported by universities and industry.  The Life Skills programme enables 
pupils to develop the skills of team working, problem solving, using information technology 
creatively, harnessing emotional intelligence and learning how to learn.   
 
The Life Skills programme supports Wycliffe‟s academic curriculum and extensive co-curricular 
activities, giving all pupils opportunities to identify and develop their specific interests and 
talents. 
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Find Out More 

 

Transition Days 
 

In July we hold a two day transition programme 
when you have the opportunity to taste a range 
of A level subjects and participate in activities 
and team building games.  This has proved to be 
very enjoyable for current students and those 
joining Wycliffe for the Sixth Form. 
 
Taster Days 
 
If you wish to find out more about the Sixth 
Form you are more than welcome to come and 
join us for the day at any stage of the year.  
You will meet our current students and 
experience a day as a Sixth Form student. 
 

Tutorial Support 
 

Every student has a personal tutor who is their key advisor on academic matters.  At regular 
meetings, tutors support students to monitor their academic progress, set targets and receive 
advice on decisions about careers and higher education. The tutors work closely with the House 
Staff and the Head of Sixth Form to ensure students receive appropriate and timely support. 
 

Higher Education Support 
 
Students receive support for university applications from the spring term of the Lower Sixth.  
This includes: 
 

 Visits from admissions tutors 

 An internal UCAS day 

 A day at the university admissions fair 

 A series of support booklets 

 Workshops 

 Mock interviews 
 
In addition we have a Careers Manager who is available for individual appointments, a personal 
academic tutor and access to two members of staff who specialise in Oxbridge applications.   
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The Careers Department 

 

The Careers Department is lead by a qualified Careers Adviser (Mrs Rhymes) and offers 
individual guidance interviews to all Year 12 and 13 pupils on alternative Post-18 pathways.  She 
is available to speak to parents at Parents Evenings and can be contacted on 

careers@wycliffe.co.uk. 
 

Message From the Director of Pastoral Care 
 

It is an enormous privilege to be entrusted with the care of young men and women as they enter 
the Sixth Form. We provide a friendly and stable environment where every student is genuinely 
known and cared about. Adjusting to greater freedom and opportunities of Sixth Form life can 
appear daunting, but the House system ensures that there is always constructive and helpful 
advice available when students require it.  
 

All new students entering Wycliffe are 
assigned to a House run by an 
experienced and sympathetic 
Housemaster or Housemistress, 
assistant House Staff/Tutors and 
Matrons. Whether boarders or day 
students, the House becomes a centre 
for highly effective pastoral support 
and advice for all.  
This framework of support evolves 
through jointly encouraging a culture 
of caring for others and personal 
responsibility while providing 
opportunities to request help when 
students require it.  

 
The pastoral team work extremely closely and communicate freely with Sixth Form Tutors and 
the Head of Sixth Form to ensure all students achieve their full potential. We strongly believe in 
development of the whole person.  
 
 

Mrs Liz Buckley 
 Director of Pastoral Care 

 
 
 
 

mailto:careers@wycliffe.co.uk
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School and House Prefects 

 
The team of School Prefects is co-
ordinated by the Head of School 
with assistance from his/her 
deputies and the Heads of Houses.  
Prefects play an important part in 
the daily routine of the College 
and the College values the 
involvement of its senior students.  
As a result, the post of School 
Prefect has acquired considerable 
status.  
 
During the Lower Sixth year, most 
students become involved in House 
duties, which involve the 
supervision of prep, checking 

attendance at meals and helping at House events.   
 
On the basis of their College record and an interview with senior staff, the Head of School, 
Deputy Head of School, Heads of Houses and other Prefects are chosen by the end of the Spring 
Term and attend further training courses. 
 
“The Sixth Form at Wycliffe appreciate the increased freedom, greater choice and independence we are 
permitted. Although the demands of A levels increases, so does the range and availability of support. 
The relationship with staff enters a new phase, we get to know the teachers as people and have more 
cooperative relationships with them as we grow older and more mature. The change in relationships 
helps us to understand the views of others and become more open minded to new ideas.  
 
As the senior pupils in the College, our position within the school changes, we are seen as role models 
and therefore the expectations upon us grow. Many of the Sixth Form students have been through the 
lower school themselves and so feel empathy with the younger pupils. Although the academic work is 
more difficult and is of a higher priority, we still feel we are able to have fun and enjoy ourselves. 
There are many school events in which we now take a more productive and leading role, for example 
the House music, sports and drama. Through these events the Sixth Form students mature and often 
produce an entertaining performance. The independence provided by these activities allows Sixth Form 
students to take a leading role in school life. I believe the comprehensive support each pupil receives 
enables us to achieve our academic and sporting potential.” The Prefect Team 
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Co-curricular Activities, Sports and Visits 

 

In addition to activities that are available for the whole College (a complete list appears at the 
end of this section), such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, Combined Cadet Force, 
drama and sports, there are many social and cultural activities run exclusively for the Sixth 
Form. 

 
Awards and competitions 
 
Open to all Sixth Form students, the Carter Prize 
is for "excellence in the writing of clear, concise 
and elegant English". The Sibly Prize is for the best 
essay on any theme that will encourage people to 
have respect for both human and animal life.  
There are other major awards to be won.  There 
are also inter-house Public Speaking and Debating 
competitions and an individual Reading 
competition.  Also a highlight of the year is the 
Creative Writing Anthology.  
 
 
Regular theatre visits to Stratford, Bristol, Bath 

and London are arranged for Sixth Form students.  A more active involvement with drama is 
encouraged with the direction and production of the annual House Plays. 
 
The following co-curricular activities, sports and visits are available to students at Wycliffe 
College: 
 
Art Badminton                                  Basketball 
Voluntary service                Canoeing                                     Choirs                     
Chess                                Combined Cadet Force                  Concert Band 
Computing                         Cricket                                       Debating                  
Design Technology               Drama                                        Driving Lessons         
Duke of Edinburgh Fencing                             Fitness Training        
Golf                                  Hockey                                       Jazz Band 
Life Drawing                      Netball                                       Orienteering 
Origami Photography                              Pottery                    
Rugby                               Shooting                                     Rowing          
Softball                             Soccer                                        Squash                     
Polo                                  Swimming                                   Tennis                     
Theatre                             Wycliffe Charity Organisation         Greek                      
Journalism                         Mandarin Film Club 
Model UN Cookery Club Table Tennis 
Knitting Boxing Fitness 
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Accounting 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Accounting? 
 
Accountancy is the preparation of financial information for a range of users, from business 
managers to individual investors. The course is intended to provide a basic grounding in 
financial and management accountancy. 
 
Why study Accounting? 
 
Accounting will help develop the principles of good financial management, financial investments, 
and the management of money.  Accounting forms the foundation for many Business Studies 
courses at University and it is also the basis for any further study of accounting, either 
professionally or academically.  Accounting is useful for many different careers within the 
business world.  
 
What is the course structure? 

AS (Year 12) 
ACCOUNTING 1 

Introduction to Financial Accounting 
ACCOUNTING 2 

Financial and Management Accounting 
 Purposes of accounting 

 Accounting records: subsidiary books and ledger 
accounts 

 Verification of accounting records 

 Trading and profit and loss accounts and 
balance sheets including simple adjustments 

Written Exam  - 90 minutes (50% of AS total 
and 25% of total A level) 

 Types of business organisation  

 Accounting concepts  

 Further aspects of the preparation of the final accounts 
and balance sheets of sole traders  

 Internal final accounts of limited companies  

 Ratio analysis and the assessment of business performance  

 Introduction to budgeting and budgetary control  

 The impact of ICT in accounting.  

Written Exam – 90 minutes (50% of AS total and 25% of 
total A Level) 

A2 (Year 13) 
ACCOUNTING 3 

Further Aspects of Financial 
Accounting 

ACCOUNTING 4 
Further Aspects of Management Accounting 

 Sources of finance  

 Incomplete records  

 Partnership accounts  

 Published accounts of limited companies  

 Accounting standards  

 Stock valuation  

Written Exam – 120 minutes (25% of total A 
level Marks) 

 Manufacturing accounts  

 Marginal, absorption and activity based costing  

 Standard costing and variance analysis  

 Capital investment appraisal  

 Budgeting: further considerations  

 Other factors affecting decision-making: social 
accounting 

Written Exam – 120 minutes (25% of total A level 
Marks)  

  
Can I do any background reading? 
 
Reading the Business and Economics sections of newspapers and magazines is essential to build a 
general understanding of the financial and business world. 
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Art and Design: Fine Art 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Fine Art? 
Fine Art at Wycliffe focuses on two dimensional work (drawing, painting & printmaking). The course 
will allow you to develop an in-depth knowledge of materials and mark-making. This will enable you 
to express creative ideas both visually and through reflective writing with a growing level of skill and 
sophistication.  
 
All work is initially developed from experimental observational drawing and is informed by a critical 
understanding of Art Practice, (studying the work of other artists and designers). The course demands 
high standards and to be successful you will need to be open to exploring new ideas, have a capacity 
for hard work and a growing passion for Fine Art. Studying art at this level is a life enhancing as well 
as an academically rewarding experience. 

 
You will be encouraged to work in the studios outside of lesson times and an opportunity to study life 
drawing and painting will be available. A number of visits to galleries and museums will inspire and 
inform your visual and written work. 
 

Why study Fine Art? 
A Level Fine Art is particularly relevant if you wish to pursue a career in any visual or media discipline. 
This course can lead directly on to an Art Foundation Course and University Degree Courses in Art and 
Design. Fine Art is often required for related University studies, for example Architecture, 
Restoration, and History of Art.  

 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
Unit 1 

Portfolio 
Unit 2 

 
A practical exploration of the visual possibilities 
of a theme or area of study which includes an 

extended topic leading to a solution. 
50% of the AS Mark. 

25% total mark. 

Externally set assignment. 
50% of the AS Mark. 

25% total mark. 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Unit 3 Unit 4 

Personal Investigation. 
An extended visual and research based study of a 
theme chosen by the candidate, which includes 
first-hand study of a critical or analytical nature 

with a 1000 to 3000 word written element. 
50% of the A2 mark. 

25% total mark. 

Externally set assignment. 
50% of the A2 mark. 

25% total mark. 

 

  
 
Can I do any background reading? 
 
Your commitment to visual creativity might be evidenced in a variety of forms for example sketchbooks, 
photography, drawings or paintings. You should ensure that you begin visiting galleries, specialising in 
Fine Art on a regular basis. Reading about the general History of Art as well as specialist books on 
specific artists who are making painting and drawing will help to inform your understanding of the 
subject.   
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Biology 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Biology? 
Biology is the study of all life processes and interactions of all living things. 
 
Why study Biology? 
There are many reasons to study Biology: a love of the natural world and biological systems, a 
realisation that of all the Sciences, it is Biology that has moved centre stage in the first part 
of the 21st century, or simply a desire to continue with an interesting subject. An AS or A2 in 
Biology can open an enormous range of career opportunities, and is a vital subject if you wish 
to study Medicine, Veterinary Science or a Biological Science at University. 
 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
Unit 1  

Biology and Disease 
Unit 2 

The Variety of living organisms 
How digestive and gas exchange systems may be affected 
by communicable and non-communicable diseases  

How a knowledge of basic biology allows us to understand 
the symptoms of disease and interpret data relating to 
risk factors 

The influence of genetic and environmental factors on intraspecific 
variation  

How the variety of life is reflected in similarities and differences in 
its biochemical basis and cellular organisation 

How size and metabolic rate affect an organism's requirements and 
give rise to adaptations.  

Written Paper: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Weighting: 33% of total AS Level marks 

 16% of total A Level marks 
 

 
Written Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Weighting: 46% of total AS Level marks 
 23% of total A Level marks 

 

 
Unit 3 Practical investigative skills – 20% AS/10% A2 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Unit 4 Populations and environment Unit 5 Control in cells and in organisms 

How living organisms form ecosystems through which 
energy is transferred and chemical elements cycled 

How human activity affects ecological balance in a 
variety of ways 

How genetic variation and isolation may lead to the 
formation of new species. 

 

Stimulus and responses - the biology of the nervous and endocrine 
systems  

Homeostasis and the maintenance of a constant internal 
environment  

Genes and genetic expression  

Written Paper: 2 hours 15 minutes 
Weighting: 23% of total A Level marks 

 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting: 16% of total A Level marks 

 

Unit 6 Practical and investigative skills – 10% A 
level marks 

 
 

 
Can I do any background reading? 
Read any newspaper articles concerning Scientific and Medical developments and 
information. Subscribe to Scientific American and or New Scientist. A useful supplementary 
text to accompany the course is either Collins AS level Biology ISBN 978-0007268214 or AQA AS 
Biology 978-1844892174. Human Health and Disease ISBN 0435570919 will also be very useful 
for unit 1. 

 

. 
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Business Studies 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Business Studies? 
 
Business Studies is a wide ranging subject covering everything from how to start a small business 
to the managing of a large company.   Business Studies will draw on your knowledge from many 
different subjects and is about understanding the world in which we live in.  Everyday we 
interact with several businesses and the purpose of Business Studies is to try and understand 
how businesses work, and what makes them successful. 
 
Why study Business Studies? 
 
As the Business Studies A level is a wide ranging programme it can be used as a foundation to 
many Higher Education courses. The course will develop your evaluative and analytical skills 
which are essential in most Higher Education courses.  It can also help you in almost any career 
path, whether your ambition is to be a multi millionaire by setting up your own business like 
Richard Branson, a charity worker, a computer genius, a career in the armed forces or a 
professional sports person.  What you learn during the Business Studies A level will help you 
succeed with your goal. 
 
What is the course structure? 

AS (Year 12) 
BUSINESS 1 

Planning and Financing a Business 
BUSINESS 2 

Managing a Business 
 Starting a Business  
 Financial Planning  

Written Exam  - 75 minutes (40% of AS total 
and 20% of total A level 

 Finance.  

 People in Business   

 Operations Management.  
 Marketing and Competition- 

Written Exam – 90 minutes (60% of AS total and 30% of 
total A Level) 

A2 (Year 13) 
BUSINESS 3 

Strategies for Success 
BUSINESS 4 

The Business Environment and Change 
 Functional Objectives and Strategies   

 Financial Strategies and Accounts   

 Marketing Strategies   

 Operations Strategies  

 Human Resource Strategies   

Written Exam – 105 minutes (25% of total A 
level Marks) 

 Corporate Aims and Objectives.  

 Assessing Change in the Business   

 Managing Change  

Written Exam – 105 minutes (25% of total A level 
Marks) 

 
 

 

Can I do any background reading? 
 
Reading the Business and Economics sections of newspapers and magazines is essential to build a 
general understanding of the business world.  Watching TV programmes such as Dragons Den and 
other current affairs programmes. 
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Chemistry 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Chemistry? 
Chemistry is the study of matter at an atomic level.  It is the study of how individual atoms join together to make 
substances.  It is divided into three components: organic (the study of substances based upon carbon), inorganic 
(the study of substances based upon any element that is not carbon) and physical chemistry (the study of how fast 
and how much of different compounds react together). 
 
Why study Chemistry? 
 
Chemistry is essential for those students who wish to study a variety of medical and science based degrees.  All 
potential medics, vets, and pharmacologists must have studied Chemistry and for the former two must have a 
Grade A at A level.  Chemistry is also advantageous for those people wishing to study natural sciences, engineering, 
and other science based degrees because the course involves large amounts of logical thinking and is still perceived 
as a challenging A-Level. Chemistry combines practical skills and the understanding of theory.  There will be plenty 
of opportunity to carry out experimentation to support the concepts taught and to gain the practical skills. 
 
What is the course structure? 

 

AS (Year 12) 

Chem 1 Foundation 
Chemistry 

Chem 2 Chemistry in Action Chem 3 ISA and PSA in AS 

Examination paper (70 raw 
marks/100 UMS). 4 – 6 short 
answer questions plus1 – 2 
longer structured question(s).  
1 hour 15 minutes. 
331/3% of the total AS marks, 
16 2/3% of the total A Level 
marks  
Taken in January of year 12 
(retake available in June of 
Year 12) 

Examination paper (100 raw marks/140 
UMS). 6 – 8 short answer questions plus 
2 longer structured questions.  1 hour 
45 minutes. 
46 2/3% of the total AS marks, 231/3% 
of the total A Level marks  
Taken in June year 12 (retake 
available January or June in year 13) 

Practical Skills and Investigative 
Experiment (50 raw marks/60 UMS) 
20% of the total AS marks‟ 10% of the 
total A Level marks 
Practical skills assessed throughout the 
year.  Investigative skills assessed in 
Spring Term Yr 122  

A2 (Year 13) 

Chem 4 Kinetics Equilibria 
and Organic Chemistry 

Chem 5 Energetics, Redox and 
Inorganic Chemistry 

Chem 6 ISA and PSA in A2 

Examination paper (100 raw 
marks/120 UMS). 6 – 8 short 
answer questions plus 2 – 3 
structured questions. Some of 
the questions will have 
synoptic elements.  1 hour 45 
minutes 
20% of the total A Level marks. 
Taken in January of year 13 
(retake available in June of 
Year 13) 

Examination paper (100 raw marks/120 
UMS). 6 – 8 short answer questions plus 
2 – 3 longer structured questions. Some 
of the questions will have synoptic 
elements.  1 hour 45 minutes 
20% of the total A Level marks. 
Taken in June of year 13. 

Practical Skills and Investigative 
Experiment (50 raw marks/60 UMS) 
10% of the total A Level marks Available 
in June only 
Practical skills assessed throughout the 
year.  Investigative skills assessed in 
Spring Term Yr 132  
 

 
Can I do any background reading? 
 
It is not essential to have studied the separate sciences at GCSE to study Chemistry at A level but it will make the 
first two terms easier if you have done so.  There is a book available from the Chemistry department called „A Head 
Start for AS Chemistry‟ that ties together many of the GCSE ideas forming a good foundation for on which to build 
the AS knowledge. The Chemistry Review magazine is aimed at A-Level Chemistry students and is available in the 
library.  It contains interesting articles on many A-Level topics and will provide insight into the course. 
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Critical Thinking 
AS Level 
 

 
What is Critical Thinking? 
 
Critical Thinking is the skill of being able to carefully analyse and produce arguments. It is 
one of the core skills necessary for studying at both A level and in Higher Education. Critical 
Thinking is only offered at AS level. 
 
 
Why study Critical Thinking? 
 
As stated above, it is an important skill in academic study. By taking this subject it should 
help in other subject areas particularly the Humanities such as History. It is also valuable in 
Psychology. The fact that you will learn how to express yourself logically and coherently in an 
argument helps in the study of English Literature where you will be required to write 
persuasively. Furthermore, if you wish to study at Oxford or Cambridge or wish to study Law 
at any of the major Universities in the UK, you are required to take their own Critical 
Thinking examination as part of the admissions process.  
 
 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
F501 F502 

Introduction to Critical Thinking Assessing and developing arguments 
The language of reasoning Analysis of arguments 

Credibility Evaluation of arguments 
Developing one‟s own reasoning 

 
  
 
Can I do any background reading? 
 
It is also useful for your studies to read up on current affairs. Particularly useful are editorial 
comments in broadsheet newspapers such as The Times, The Independent, The Daily 
Telegraph and The Guardian. It is equally enlightening to read the letters pages of „letters to 
the editors‟. What is important when reading anything is to be questioning about what is 
being said. Ask yourself „what evidence is there for that?‟ or „aren‟t they contradicting 
themselves?‟ Always ask yourself when reading an article „What exactly is the author trying to 
persuade me to accept?  Do I believe it? If not, why not? 
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Design & Technology: Product Design 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Design & Technology? 
Design & Technology provides students the opportunity to develop a broad range of skills whilst exploring 
industrial applications of design and manufacturing processes. Design brings together knowledge and 
skills from many subjects including the Arts, Sciences, Business Studies and Mathematics. Someone 
wishing to study Design & Technology is likely to have good graphical communication skills, imagination, 
resourcefulness, initiative and the ability to work independently. They will enjoy solving problems based 
on identified needs, and have the ability to organise complex coursework projects incorporating 
industrial and commercial liaison with external companies or individuals, whilst working to strict 
deadlines over an extended timescale. 

 
Wycliffe offers two Edexcel courses under the Design & Technology title: 

 Resistant Materials Technology 
This option focuses on the design and manufacture of full size, fully functioning prototypes in any 
appropriate resistant materials including wood, metal and plastics. Emphasis is placed on the study of 
materials and processes related to product manufacture. 

 Graphic Products with Materials Technology 
This option has two pathways; conceptual design which includes packaging, product/industrial design, 
point of sale display and vehicle design or there is the built environment which includes architecture, 
interior design, exhibition design, theatre sets or garden design. Greater emphasis is placed on the 
study of printing and graphics related technologies. The coursework requires the production of both a 
3D and 2D element. 
 

Why study Design & Technology? 
It develops in students techniques of researching, communication, evaluating and independent learning. 
Through project work these skills are developed in a „real-world‟ problem solving context. The „A‟ Level 
Design & Technology: Product Design course is a natural progression from GCSE Design and Technology 
courses such as Resistant Materials, Electronic Products, Systems and Control and Graphic Products. 
Potential combinations to be taken with Design & Technology include Sciences, Mathematics, Art, 
Business Studies Geography or Foreign Languages, leading to courses such as Industrial Design, Product 
Design, Graphic Design, Environmental Design, Engineering and Arts Foundation courses at university. 
 

What is the course structure? 

Designing for the Future: Further study of 
theoretical concepts and knowledge related to 
product design, including the use of ICT in 
manufacturing, the influences of designers from 
the past and the need to consider sustainability in 
all future design. 

Commercial design: Students identify a 
client/user group for whom they must design 
and make a product that meets the original 
need. They will liaise with their client/user 
group in order to develop a commercial 
product appropriate to their chosen option. 

  
 

AS (Year 12) 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

Students produce one portfolio with three distinct 
sections; a product investigation where they 
analyse in depth a given product, product design 
where students respond creatively to a given brief 
and product manufacture where students make 
two high quality products specified by the teacher 

This unit examines understanding of theoretical 
knowledge relevant to the study of product 
design including industrial and commercial 
practices 

A2 (Year 13) 

Unit 3 Unit 4 
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Drama and Theatre Studies 
 
 

Why study Drama at A level? 
  

 Successful pupils will gain a thorough understanding of drama and theatre, develop analytical and 
creative skills and improve their ability to communicate effectively with others. 
 

 There is an emphasis on drama and theatre studies as a practical, intellectual and artistic subject. 
 

 There is a holistic approach to the teaching and assessing of drama and theatre at both Advanced 
Subsidiary and Advanced GCE levels. 
 

 50% of the course is practical performance assessed internally and externally in both Advanced 
Subsidiary and Advanced GCE units. 
 

 The course is designed to provide a balance across a range of learning activities, exploring and 
performing plays, creating theatre, analysis of theatre and the critical evaluation all these elements. 

 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
DA1 20% Practical performance 60 marks 
(80 UMS) 

 

DA2 30% Written paper (2 hour paper) 120 marks 
(120 UMS) 

Open text exam 

Unit title: Performance workshop. 
For this unit candidates will either act in a 
group or contribute their chosen technical 
production skill to a performance from a set 
text and a devised piece. They will work on 
the ideas of two practitioners. 

The unit is internally marked and externally 
moderated. 

Unit Title: Text in Performance 
Candidates will answer three questions: 
• One pre-1900 text from a prescribed list. 
• One post-1900 text from a prescribed list. 
• Live theatre review. 

The unit is externally marked. 

  

 

A2 (Year 13) 
DA3 30% Practical performance 150 marks 

(120 UMS) 
DA4 20% Written paper (2½ hour paper) 80 marks 

(80 UMS) 
Unit Title: Performance on a set theme 
Candidates will be expected to work in 
response to a theme set by WJEC and 
prepare two performances. In each case 
candidates will either act or demonstrate a 
technical production skill with a group of 
performers. The performance will include: 
• scenes/extracts from a published text 
• a piece devised by the group. 
An evaluation of performance work for both 
pieces will be required. 

The unit is externally marked. 

Unit Title: Text in Context 
1. Two set texts from a prescribed list: one pre-1900 
and one post1900. This is an 'open text' examination 
– candidates will be asked to discuss the play as a 
whole, including the following aspects: 
• theatrical context 
• performance history 
• theatrical challenges of text in terms of acting 
• theatrical challenges in terms of production skills 
• personal reaction to the text 
2. Directorial analysis of an unseen text. 
There will be four sections to the paper: 
• ground plan 
• design/costume 
• lighting/sound 
• movement 

The unit is externally marked. 
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Economics 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Economics? 
It is often said that we live in a global village. The world‟s resources are finite; there are only limited 
amounts of land, water, oil, food and other resources on this planet. Unfortunately, the wants of the 
world‟s population are infinite. The Economics course introduces students, via the learning of basic 
microeconomic and macroeconomic models, to how the world‟s limited resources can best be used to 
address this basic economic problem. 
 
From a microeconomic viewpoint, we look at the behaviour of individuals, firms and industries when 
faced with different market conditions. We then seek to gain a macroeconomic view by looking at the 
actions of governments and how economic policy decisions can influence the key indicators of 
economic growth, inflation, unemployment and international trade. 
 

Why study Economics? 
The interesting feature of economic theory is that it is constantly catching up with events; the 
conventional wisdom seldom stays the same for long. This makes it much more exciting to study than 
a subject with a set of established truths. In fact, economics is not so much a set of theories as a way 
of thinking about economic relationships. Economics A Level is a well established route into any 
business or financial career and a highly regarded qualification for entry into the country‟s prestigious 
universities. 
 

What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 

F581 F582 

Markets in Action 

 The reasons for individuals, 
organisations, and societies having to 
make choices  

 Competitive markets and how they work  

 Market failure and government 
intervention  

The National and International Economy 

 Aggregate demand and aggregate supply and their 
interaction  

 Government economic policy objectives and 
indicators of national economic performance. 

 The application of macroeconomic policy 
instruments; and the international economy  

 

 

A2 (Year 13) 

F583 F585 

Economics of Work and Leisure 

 Nature of work and leisure and trends in 
employment and earnings  

 Market structures and competitive 
behaviour in leisure markets  

 Labour demand, supply and wage 
determination  

 Market failure and the role of the 
Government and unions in the labour 
market  

The Global Economy 

 Macroeconomic performance  

 Trade and integration  

 Development and sustainability  

 The economics of globalisation 
 

  
 

Can I do any background reading? 
Reading the Business and Economics sections of newspapers and magazines is essential to build a 
general understanding of the financial world, along with specialist journals such as the economist. In 
addition, the Economics department has a wide range of up-to-date background reading for all levels, 
from economic novices to Oxbridge entry preparatory material. 
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English Literature 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is English Literature? 
 
The A-Level study of English Literature provides students with the introduction to the 
discipline of advanced literary studies, and presents opportunities for reading widely and for 
making creative and informed responses to each of the major literary genres of poetry, prose 
and drama.  
 

 
Why study English Literature? 
 
English Literature is a subject that by its nature requires candidates to consider individual, 
moral, ethical, social, cultural and contemporary issues. It not only promotes analytical skills 
and the ability to synthesise material, but also encourages students to accept the viewpoints 
of others and work towards reasoned conclusions. This course traditionally provides a solid 
foundation for the study of many diverse subjects at a variety of higher education providers, 
but this is not to deny the sheer lifelong pleasure that is to be gained from informed reading.  
 

 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
LT1 

External Examination 
LT2 

Internal Assessment 

2 hours and 30 minutes 
60% of AS (30% of A-Level) 

Poetry and Drama 1 post-1900 
Open text (clean copy) 

 

Approx. 3000 words 
40% of AS (20% of A-Level) 

Prose Study and Creative Reading 
Two approved prose texts plus study of a literary 

genre 

A2 (Year 13) 
LT3 

Internal Assessment 
LT4 

External Examination 

Approx. 3000 words 
40% of A2 (20% 0f A-Level) 

Period and Genre Study 
Exploration of three texts 

 

2 hours and 30 minutes 
60% of A2 (30% of A-Level) 

Poetry and Drama 2 
Closed text 

Study of one pre 1800 poetry text plus reference 
to unseen poetry and Shakespeare and Related 
texts (two texts) 

 

 
Can I do any background reading? 
 

Simply extend your reading generally of fiction, poetry and drama.  Try to include some 
classical drama alongside more modern work.  Refer to the English Sixth Form Reading List if 
you need guidance or ideas. 
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ESOL 
 
 

What is ESOL? 
ESOL is English for Speakers of other languages. In the sixth form the course prepares 
students to take the IELTS examination: International English Language Testing System. 
 

Why study ESOL? 

 The IELTS course IELTS is the world‟s proven English test. Over 1.4 million candidates take the 
test each year to start their journeys into international education and employment. 

 IELTS is recognised, provides study skills strategies and language support to complement A 
level studies through an English language medium and prepare for higher education.  

 The course is compulsory for non-native speakers of English, with the exception of those who 
have already gained an A to C pass in English at GCSE level. 

 For further information please visit www.ielts.org. 

 It is important to note that an IELTS certificate is valid for two years. 

 
What is the course structure? 
The course provides structured examination practice in the four skills of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking, with particular focus on the first two skills. Each unit studied has a grammatical focus and 
includes topic specific vocabulary. There are 3 lessons per week.  The IELTS examination can be taken 
at various stages over the course, but usually recommended after a year of lessons in the summer 
term. Lessons and opportunities to sit the test can extend into Year 13 for those who require them.   
 
COURSE  SKILLS CONTENT 
 
            Reading skills :  

 Text Orientation: including the study of  titles, sub-headings, paragraphs 

 Skimming/scanning for specific information and detail, including short-answer questions, labelling of 
diagrams and chart or table completion 

 Identifying main and supporting ideas  

 Improving global reading skills  

 Summarising 

 Understanding argument  

 Identifying opinion/attitude   

 Making inferences. 

  
Writing skills : 

 Describing facts and figures using bar charts, pie charts and tables 

 Describing trends using line graphs 

 Learning how to summarise data, describe a process, develop an argument using an introduction and a 
conclusion, build complex sentences and write in a coherent way 

 
Speaking skills : 

 Communicating fluently and informatively  

 Speculating, giving opinions and using a reasoned argument  

 Developing a conversation and demonstrating good vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar structures 
 

Listening skills : 

 Listening for specific information  

 Text orientation, identifying detail and main ideas  

 Surface and deep meaning (when interpreting the meaning of a conversation) 
 

Can I do any background reading? 
For IELTS it is important to be up to date on current affairs and to improve topical vocabulary on related subjects 
such as crime, education and the environment.  It is therefore very useful to read newspapers and watch the news 
on a regular basis. As a student studying in the UK you should demonstrate your knowledge of the issues both from 
a British and international perspective.   

http://www.ielts.org/
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Film Studies 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Film Studies? 
There are two aspects to A level Film Studies; 60% of the qualification comprises written examination 
work and 40% coursework.  Film Studies incorporates a range of material for study, from recent 
blockbusters to challenging foreign films. A range of topics relating to British cinema is available and 
students are expected to keep up to date with developments in the film industry itself through case 
studies of contemporary and historical film releases.  The course also explores challenging issues and 
concepts such as censorship and gendered approaches to film criticism.  The coursework encourages 
students to create their own original film products such as storyboards, screenplays and short films. 
Students will also have the opportunity to conduct their own research projects on an area of 
particular interest to them which will help to develop research skills that could prove invaluable at 
university or in later life. 

 
Why study Film Studies? 
You will learn an appreciation for modern classic texts, understand how and why they were 
constructed and how they reflect society at the time of their creation.  It teaches very important 
skills such as critical autonomy.  You will appreciate sophisticated lines of argument about matters 
such as how meaning is created for audiences.  You will learn about how the film industry operates 
both here in Britain and in Hollywood.  You will gain exposure to world cinema.  You will learn 
valuable, transferable ICT skills that will be with you for life.   

 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
FM1 : Exploring Film Form (coursework) FM2 : British and American Film (examination) 

An analysis of how the micro aspects of a chosen 
extract from a film of candidate's choice produce 
meanings and responses. (1500 words) 
 
A creative project based on a film sequence or 
short film with a reflective analysis. 
Internally marked and externally moderated. 

Three questions, one from each section:  
 
Section A: Response to stimulus material based on 
producers and audiences of film (40) 
Section B: Topics in British Film (40) 
Section C: US Film - Comparative study of two films (40) 
Externally marked. 

A2 (Year 13) 
FM3 : Film Research and Creative Projects FM4 : Varieties of Film Experience – Issues and Debates 

• a small-scale research project 
 
• creative project (product and reflective 
analysis) 
 
Internally marked and externally moderated. 

Three questions, one from each section: 
Section A: World Cinema topics 
Section B: Spectatorship topics 
Section C: Single Film - Critical Study 
Externally marked. 

 

Can I do any background reading? 
We will be studying many films over the course of the AS year alone so it is important that you begin to 
approach films with a “critical eye” as early as possible. The following websites will prove useful in 
acquiring the necessary critical terminology: http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/   
www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/short/gramtv.html 
www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/LCC/ENG/filmterms.html 
Try to locate and read some of the following titles: Magazines – Empire, Total Film, Flicks, Sight and 
Sound. Newspapers – Check out the reviews and features appearing in quality newspapers (especially on 
Fridays).  Also study advertisements for films released this summer.  At the Library – Ask for help in 
finding general works on film or works on specific actors or directors whose work you have seen.  Good 
general works to browse include: The Virgin Guide to Films; Jill Nemes (ed.), An Introduction to Film 
Studies; Pam Cook, The Cinema Book; Kristin Thompson, Film History: An Introduction.  Viewing 
Activities See staff for information on relevant viewing activities. 

http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/michael.johnson$/MEDIA/www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/short/gramtv.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/michael.johnson$/MEDIA/www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/LCC/ENG/filmterms.html
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French 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is French? 
In the A level course you would be building on the skills you acquired at GCSE level. The course is more 
interesting and relevant at A level, for example, you would be using up to date, authentic materials on 
subjects such as film and travel. Often there is a business element to the course. You will learn to argue 
and debate in the language. You will complete tasks that use all your language skills at the same time, 
just as you do in life, for example, you may read an article, listen to some further information to 
research the subject involved and then produce a presentation on it. While your language skills are 
developing you would also learn a lot about the culture of the countries where the language is spoken; 
about the food, history, cinema, famous people, etc. Therefore you will learn more about the world you 
are living in and will be a more rounded and better informed individual. 

 
Why study a Foreign Language? 
The most important reason has to be that you have enjoyed learning a language and want to improve 
your proficiency. You also would like to know more about the countries where your chosen language is 
spoken. Being able to speak another language well will make your life more interesting and fun! 
 
Secondly, you may be thinking of your future university career. University departments are very keen 
that their students have language skills, whichever subject they are studying. They will actively 
encourage you to study a language in at least your first year at university. If you can offer a language, 
even just at AS level, this will improve your chances of gaining access to oversubscribed courses. If, for 
example, you want to study history at a popular university, it is very important that you can offer a 
language. It is a very good idea to combine the study of a language with another subject.  
  
Thirdly you may be thinking of your eventual working career. There is clear evidence that people who 
have language skills earn more than those who do not. Also your chances of getting a sought after job are 
greatly improved, for example, the top London legal and accountancy companies insist on their recruits 
having language skills. Large companies who recruit graduates have the same policy. The Institute of 
Directors has complained that the shortage of skilled people with language skills is harming our economy! 
You are limiting your life chances if you do not study a language.  

 
What is the course structure? 

AS (Year 12) 
Topic 1 Topic 2 

(a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel and 
tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment, customs, 
traditions, healthy living – health and nutrition, 
diet 
and exercise; unhealthy living - drugs, aids, 
smoking, alcohol, etc 

(b) The Individual and Society, including relationships 
and responsibilities, gender issues, youth culture (values, 
peer groups, fashions and trends etc.),education, 
vocational training and future careers. 
 

A2 (Year 13) 
Topic 3 Topic 4 

(c) Environmental Issues, including technology 
pollution, global warming, transport, energy, 
nuclear energy, renewable energies, 
conservation, recycling, sustainability. 

(d) Social and Political Issues, including the role of the 
media, racism, immigration social exclusion and 
integration, terrorism, world of work (employment, 
commerce, globalization, etc.), 

 

Can I do any background reading? 
There is a wealth of material and guidance on the MFL website found on the Intranet. Please look at this 
to familiar yourself with the topic material and to revise your GCSE language skills. Finally, start looking 
in better quality newspapers and magazines, and also on the internet and television news, for stories and 
articles on any of the above topic areas. Remember, success at A-level is as much about having 
something to say, as it is about how to say it! 
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Further Mathematics 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Further Mathematics? 
 
Further Mathematics is an extension of the Mathematics course which gives double curriculum 
time so that twice as many units may be covered. Many of these units are at the same level as 
those for Mathematics and so Further Mathematics offers an opportunity to study both a 
broader and deeper level. In Year 12 you will complete AS and A2 Mathematics the same as a 
„single‟ mathematician would do in two years. The Further Mathematics units are taught in 
Year 13. 
 
 
Why study Further Mathematics? 
 
Because you enjoy the subject and wish to take it as your fourth AS or A2. It must be taken in 
conjunction with Mathematics and in general we would not advise Further Maths as your third 
choice subject as it gives a too narrow a curriculum. 
 
Further Mathematics is a requirement for many university courses, especially mathematics, 
and will be of great benefit to you in the first year of many others. 
 
 
What is the course structure? 
 

 Year 12 – AS/ A2 Mathematics 
Core Maths 

(Algebra, Calculus and Trigonometry) 
Applied Maths 

 

C1 to C4  Two applied units 

 

Year 13 AS/A2  Further Mathematics 
Core Maths Applied Maths 

 

FP1 and FP2  
(Possibly FP3) 

Four (possibly 3) applied units 

 

  
 
Can I do any background reading? 
 
Yes – as for Mathematics. 
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Geography 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
 
What is Geography? 
 
How is our climate changing? Will we ever be able to feed the world's population? How can we 

improve the quality of life in our inner cities? These are examples of the fascinating issues that 

you will examine when you study Geography. Geography focuses on the forces that shape our 

environment and the way in which we can manage it. 

 
Why study Geography? 
 
Geography is a wide-ranging subject, giving you the opportunity to study a variety of human and 

environmental issues with a single AS/A2 course. You are given plenty of opportunities to 

develop skills, such as map work, fieldwork, data analysis and statistics.   

 
What is the course structure? 
 

 
  

AS Geography A2 Geography  

Unit 1: 

 Physical and Human Geography Exam 

(70% of AS grade, 35% of A-level mark). 

Unit 3:  

Contemporary Geographical Issues Exam (30% 

of A-level mark) 

Unit 2:  

Applied Geography- skills and fieldwork 

questions (30% of AS grade, 15% of A-

level mark) 

Unit 4:  

Geography Fieldwork Investigation- exam 

questions based on the candidate‟s own 

fieldwork investigation (20% of A-level mark) 

 
What courses or employment can you progress to at the end of the course? 
 
To university to study Geography or related subjects, for example Environmental Science, Earth 

Science, Geology. Careers using Geography include: working with the environment; geographical 

information systems; Town and Country Planning; surveying; civil service; law; accountancy; 

banking; teaching; advertising. 
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German 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is German? 
In the A level course you would be building on the skills you acquired at GCSE level. The course is more 
interesting and relevant at A level. For example, you would be using up to date, authentic materials on 
subjects such as film and travel. Often there is a business element to the course. You will learn to argue 
and debate in the language. You will complete tasks that use all your language skills at the same time, 
just as you do in life. For example, you may read an article, listen to some further information to 
research the subject involved and then produce a presentation on it. While your language skills are 
developing you would also learn a lot about the culture of the countries where the language is spoken; 
about the food, history, cinema, famous people, etc. Therefore you will learn more about the world you 
are living in and will be a more rounded and better informed individual. 

 
Why study a Foreign Language? 
The most important reason has to be that you have enjoyed learning a language and want to improve 
your proficiency. You also would like to know more about the countries where your chosen language is 
spoken. Being able to speak another language well will make your life more interesting and fun! 
 
Secondly, you may be thinking of your future university career. University departments are very keen 
that their students have language skills, whichever subject they are studying. They will actively 
encourage you to study a language in at least your first year at university. If you can offer a language, 
even just at AS level, this will improve your chances of gaining access to oversubscribed courses. If, for 
example, you want to study history at a popular university, it is very important that you can offer a 
language. It is a very good idea to combine the study of a language with another subject.  
  
Thirdly you may be thinking of your eventual working career. There is clear evidence that people who 
have language skills earn more than those who do not. Also your chances of getting a sought after job are 
greatly improved. For example, the top London legal and accountancy companies insist on their recruits 
having language skills. Large companies who recruit graduates have the same policy.  

 
What is the course structure? 

AS (Year 12) 

Topic 1 Topic 2 
(a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel 
and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment, 
customs, traditions, healthy living – health 
and nutrition, diet and exercise; unhealthy 
living - drugs, aids, smoking, alcohol, etc 

(b) The Individual and Society, including 
relationships and responsibilities, gender issues, 
youth culture (values, peer groups, fashions and 
trends etc.), education, vocational training and 
future careers. 

 
A2 (Year 13) 

Topic 3 Topic 4 
(c) Environmental Issues, including 
technology pollution, global warming, 
transport, energy, nuclear energy, 
renewable energies, conservation, recycling, 
sustainability. 

(d) Social and Political Issues, including the role of 
the media, racism, immigration social exclusion and 
integration, terrorism, world of work (employment, 
commerce, globalization, etc.), 

 

 
Can I do any background reading? 
There is a wealth of material and guidance on the MFL website found on the Intranet. Look in better 
quality newspapers and magazines, and also on the internet and television news, for stories and articles 
on any of the above topic areas. Remember, success at A-level is as much about having something to say, 
as it is about how to say it! 
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Government and Politics 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Government & Politics? 
 
Politics as an area of study is concerned with developing a knowledge and understanding of 
government and society. The interaction of people, ideas and institutions provides the focus 
for understanding how problems in society are identified and solutions debated. Thus analyses 
of who gets what, when, how, why and where are central, as are concepts of power, justice, 
order, conflict, legitimacy, accountability, sovereignty and decision-making. 
 
Why study Government & Politics? 
 
Few academic subjects are as central to our everyday lives: Politics dominates domestic and 
foreign news and political decisions help to determine how we are educated, housed, cared 
for in hospital and kept secure from crime and violence. 
 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 

Contemporary Politics of the UK Contemporary Government of the UK 
 

Political parties, pressure groups, 
electoral systems, elections and voting 

behaviour. 

Constitution, the Executive, Legislative, 
Judiciary and European Union. 

 

A2 (Year 13) 

Contemporary US Government & 
Politics 

US Government & Politics 

Presidential & congressional elections, 
political parties, pressure groups, the 

constitution, Congress, the Presidency, 
the Supreme Court, civil rights & 

liberties. 

Elections, political parties & pressure groups, 
civil rights & liberties, constitutions, 

Legislatures, Executives and Judiciaries. 
 

  
 
Can I do any background reading? 
 
Yes. An awareness of the world around you would an extremely useful asset to have at the 
outset of the course. No deep understanding is required of political systems but an 
engagement with and an interest in current affairs is essential. To that end, reading a quality 
newspaper on a regular basis (the front not just the back pages), watching TV programmes 
such as Newsnight, Question Time and Panorama as well as satirical quiz shows such as „Have 
I Got News For You‟ will hopefully act as a catalyst for prompting searching questions which 
will be addressed, and hopefully answered, during lessons. Introductory texts and a list of 
websites are also available from the Head of Department, Mr Woolley. 
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History 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is History? 
History is the study of ourselves, an investigation of human behaviour, an enquiry into our 
motives and their consequences, not just the study of the past and the long-dead. 

Why study History? 
History is very popular and highly regarded, going well with other arts and social science 
subjects like Politics, English, Geography.  History is also one of the most popular choices of 
scientists looking to add a little breadth to their Sixth Form programme through their fourth 
or fifth AS. With a qualification in History, you can go on to work in a great variety of jobs in 
law, business and administration, the police service, the armed forces, journalism and the 
media, leisure and tourism (as well as more 'obvious' History-related careers like teaching or 
working in museums or libraries). 

The course also develops candidates' practical skills in: 

 selecting relevant information from a broad range of materials; 
 evaluating and then drawing conclusions from that body of data; 
 preparing a reasoned, structured case arguing in favour of or against something. 

 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Ye

 12
 
British History Period Studies   European and World Enquiries 

  

Henry VIII to Mary I, 

1509–58 

The Origins and Course of the French Revolution 
1774–95 

 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Historical Themes  
 

 

Historical Interpretations and Investigations 

 (Coursework) 

Tudor Rebellions 

1485–1603 

 
America between the Wars 

1918-41 

 
 

 
 
Can I do any background reading? 

 “A Virtuous Prince” By David Starkey  

 “Henry VIII And His Court” by Alison Weir 
 “Henry VIII” by Lucy Wooding 
 „The French Revolution‟ by Christopher Hibbert 

 
 

. 
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Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is ICT? 
 
ICT is the study of technologies, covering both hardware and software, and the impact that 
they have on the world in which we live. Few advances have had a greater impact in recent 
years than ICT. From cafes to car factories and hotels to hospitals, ICT is present in almost 
every part of daily life.  
 
 
Why study ICT? 
 
A-Level ICT is not just useful to those candidates intending to follow a higher education 
course or career in Information and Communication Technology or an associated area. Those 
with other interests or aspirations can also benefit from the many transferable skills that are 
inherent in the study of ICT. The qualification provides an excellent foundation for using ICT 
in higher education, future employment and the world of work. 
 
 
What is the course structure? 
 
ICT is all about the application of skills, knowledge and understanding. The course is 
delivered in a practical way, allowing students to recognise the purpose of knowledge and 
apply it in practical situations. 
 

AS (Year 12) 
ICT 1 ICT 2 

Written Examination Controlled Coursework 
60% of AS (30% of A-Level) 40% of AS (20% of A-Level) 

Based on the study of Information Systems Three practical tasks that involve Presenting 
Information 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
ICT 3 ICT 4 

Written Examination Coursework 
60% of AS (30% of A-Level) 40% of AS (20% of A-Level) 

Based on the study of The Use and Impact of 
ICT 

A Relational Database project based on a 
realistic scenario 

 

 
Can I do any background reading? 
 
Look at the technology, communications and business sections of any quality newspapers (e.g. 
The Times, The Independent, The Telegraph or The Guardian) or your national equivalents. 
Pay particular attention to current developments in areas like e-commerce, medicine, the 
home and manufacturing. Computer related publications, e.g. PC Pro, might also be of 
interest.    
 



 45 

Japanese 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Japanese? 
In the A level course you would be building on the skills you acquired at GCSE level. The course is more 
interesting and relevant at A level. For example, you would be using up to date, authentic materials on 
subjects such as film and travel. Often there is a business element to the course. You will learn to argue 
and debate in the language. You will complete tasks that use all your language skills at the same time, 
just as you do in life. For example, you may read an article, listen to some further information to 
research the subject involved and then produce a presentation on it. While your language skills are 
developing you would also learn a lot about the culture of the countries where the language is spoken; 
about the food, history, cinema, famous people, etc. Therefore you will learn more about the world you 
are living in and will be a more rounded and better informed individual. 

 
Why study a Foreign Language? 
The most important reason has to be that you have enjoyed learning a language and want to improve 
your proficiency. You also would like to know more about the countries where your chosen language is 
spoken.  
 
Secondly, you may be thinking of your future university career. University departments are very keen 
that their students have language skills, whichever subject they are studying. If you can offer a language, 
even just at AS level, this will improve your chances of gaining access to oversubscribed courses. It is a 
very good idea to combine the study of a language with another subject.  
  
Thirdly you may be thinking of your eventual working career. There is clear evidence that people who 
have language skills earn more than those who do not. Also your chances of getting a sought after job are 
greatly improved. For example, the top London legal and accountancy companies insist on their recruits 
having language skills. You are limiting your life chances if you do not study a language.  

 
What is the course structure? 

AS (Year 12) 

Youth culture and concerns: Music and fashion, technology (eg MP3/blogs/mobile 
phones/internet/games), relationships (family/friendships and peer pressure), drink, drugs, sex 

Lifestyle: health and fitness: Sport and exercise, food and diet, health issues (eg smoking, skin 
cancer, health services) 

The world around us: travel, tourism, environmental issues and the Japanese-speaking world: 
Tourist information, travel and transport, weather (eg natural disasters, climate change), pollution 
and recycling 

Education and employment: Education (schooling and higher education), education policy and 
student issues, the world of work (eg the changing work scene, job opportunities and 
unemployment) 

 

A2 (Year 13) 

Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions, national and international events: past, present and 
future, literature and the arts. 
One of the following: A region or prefecture of Japan; Contemporary Japanese Society; the 
Japanese year. 

And one of the following: 

Texts: stories from  including as a minimum  Short story 

by including as a minimum ,   (contemporary writer) including as a minimum 

 from  
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Mathematics 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Mathematics? 
Mathematics provides a powerful universal language and an intellectual tool for abstraction, 
generalization and synthesis. It is the language of Science and Technology. It enables us to 
probe the natural universe and to develop new technologies that help us understand our 
environment, and change societal expectations and standards of living. Mathematical skills 
are highly valued and sought after. Mathematics disciplines the mind, develops logical and 
critical reasoning and develops analytical and problem solving skills. 
 
 
Why study Mathematics? 
Sixth Form Mathematics fosters an interest in the subject, as well as providing a study of the 
various applications of mathematics to real world problems. Students acquire skills which may 
well be helpful in other A levels or perhaps in a later career. It will keep open the option of 
pursuing Higher Education courses in Mathematics, Physics, Engineering, Medicine, Business or 
Economics.   
 
 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
Core Maths 

(Algebra, Calculus and Trigonometry) 
Applied Maths 

 

2 Compulsory Units  
C1 and C2 

Choice of 1 unit  
Usually chosen from…… 

Statistics S1 
Mechanics M1 

  
  

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Core Maths Applied Maths 

 

2 Compulsory Units  
C3 and C4 

Choice of 1 unit from…… 
Decision Maths D1 and one other. 

 
  

  
 
Can I do any background reading? 
Yes – there are far too many titles to list here but try this site for ideas. Your school library 
will have many of the titles listed: 
 
http://www.maths.cam.ac.uk/undergrad/admissions/readinglist.pdf 
 
This is also available on the school intranet under mathematics enrichment. 
 

 

http://www.maths.cam.ac.uk/undergrad/admissions/readinglist.pdf
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Media Studies 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Media Studies? 
There are two aspects to A level Media Studies; 50% of the qualification comprises written work and 
50% comes from the production of media artefacts.  In theory lessons, students learn the techniques 
of text deconstruction and analysis.  This is supported by the theoretical study of issues such as 
representation, narrative, genre, ideology and audience studies. Case studies examine how media 
products are made and, crucially, why they are made this way. There is detailed theoretical and 
applied study of a media industry and how they interact with audiences including the use of new 
media technologies.  In practical lessons students are taught how to use industry-standard software 
including PhotoShop, Dreamweaver, iMovie, Final Cut Pro and GarageBand to create professional-level 
products. There are opportunities to create films, cinema trailers, TV and print adverts, music videos, 
magazine covers and pages, radio programmes, web sites and documentaries. 

 
Why study Media Studies? 
It is interesting, it is exciting and it is relevant to life.  It teaches very important skills such as critical 
autonomy. You will appreciate sophisticated lines of argument about matters such as media impact 
and audience response.  
You will learn about how opinions are shaped and how powerful voices seek to influence the media.  
You will learn valuable, transferable ICT skills that will be with you for life.  You will learn an 
appreciation for modern classic texts, understand how and why they were constructed and how they 
reflect society at the time of their creation. 

What is the course structure? 
AS (Year 12) 

G321: Foundation portfolio (coursework) G322: Key Media Concepts 
 

This is a coursework unit where candidates 
produce two paired media artefacts from a 
series of briefs. This process involves progression 
from a pre-production, preliminary exercise to a 
more fully realised piece. The briefs offered are: 
print, video and website. This unit is internally 
assessed and externally moderated. 

Section A: Textual Analysis and Representation 
Candidates answer questions on an unseen moving image 
extract from a TV drama that is then linked to some 
aspect representation within the sequence. 
Section B: Institutions and Audiences 
Candidates study a specific media industry from a choice 
of: film, music, newspapers, radio, magazines or video 
games. This unit is externally examined. 

A2 (Year 13) 

G324: Advanced Portfolio G235: Critical Perspectives in Media 
This is a coursework unit where candidates 
engage with contemporary media technologies to 
produce a media portfolio through a combination 
of two or more media and then present their 
research, planning and evaluation in two or more 
forms. This is a development of the skills from 
Unit One and is also internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 

This paper covers the two areas of Theoretical Evaluation 
of Production alongside a study of Contemporary Media 
Issues. In Section A, candidates describe and evaluate 
their skills development in their production work and then 
select one production to evaluate in relation to a media 
concept. In Section B, candidates choose one topic and 
then demonstrate their understanding of a contemporary 
issue through a range of texts, institutions, audiences and 
debates. This unit is externally examined. 

 

Can I do any background reading? 
A good media student is one who is a consumer of the media.  Therefore your first task is to increase 
your consumption of media products. The following sites are particularly useful:  
http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/ 
www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/short/gramtv.html and 
www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/LCC/ENG/filmterms.html. 
The Guardian newspaper on Mondays has an excellent media supplement that will introduce you to some 
key arguments in contemporary media life. You will also find media sections in the online editions of all 
the quality newspapers.  Start a media consumer‟s log. You should record your consumption on paper 
ready to bring with you in September. Note the date and title of the product you have consumed.  Make 
a brief comment for each entry on what you found enjoyable, interesting or otherwise about it. 

http://classes.yale.edu/film-analysis/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/bernadette.cook.WYCLIFFE.000/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1472/www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/short/gramtv.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/bernadette.cook.WYCLIFFE.000/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1472/www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/LCC/ENG/filmterms.html


 48 

Music 
AS and A2 Level 

 

 
 

What is Music? 
Music is a universal language which surrounds us and is part of everyday life, often being 
there without being noticed. But without it, life would be very different. Today, as it was in 
the past, the understanding of music is recognised as a desirable and admirable skill.  In Music 
A level we develop the foundation skills of Performance, Composition and Listening and 
Analysis to give the student a greater understanding of how music works and why. You have 
the opportunity not only to improve your instrumental skill but to study a wide variety of 
music in depth from all styles of music.  

Why study Music 
Music is far more than just playing an instrument or listening to pieces. It is clearly proved 
that the study of Music develops a huge range of skills from problem solving and critical 
analysis to co-ordination, planning and prediction. These studies also show that musicians 
consistently outperform non-musicians in areas other than Music, for instance Mathematics, 
and that the skills that Music develops help students in all aspects of their lives beyond the 
subject. Not least, the appreciation of music and the ability to play an instrument to a good 
standard is a life-long benefit and skill that very few ever regret having. 

What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12)  

Unit 1: Performing Music 
(30%) 

Unit 2: Composing 
(30%) 

Unit 3: Developing Musical 
Understanding (40%) 

A 5 – 6 minute recital as a 
soloist or ensemble player 
recorded and submitted to 

the Exam Board. 

One three minute 
piece written to a 

given brief together 
with a „sleeve‟ note 
explaining the piece. 

A 2 hour exam in three sections: A 
– Listening, B – Investigating 

Musical Styles and C – 
Understanding Chords and Lines 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Unit 4: Extended 

Performance (30%) 
Unit 5: Composition 
and Technical study 

(30%) 

Unit 6: Further Musical 
Understanding 

(40%) 

A 12 minute recital of a 
variety of music, recorded 
and submitted to the Exam 

Board. 

Two pieces of 
coursework based on 
briefs given by the 

Exam Board 

A 2 hour exam in three sections: A 
– Aural Analysis, B – Music in 

Context and C – Continuity and 
Change in Instrumental Music 

  

Can I do any background reading? 
There is an almost inexhaustible wealth of information about music available from libraries 
and online. Familiarisation with the various periods and styles of music through reading and 
listening is useful together with improvement of notation reading skills and keyboard skills if 
you can manage them. 
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Music Technology 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
 

What is Music Technology? 
Music Technology is the study of the creation and manipulation of sound sources through the 
application of technology. It focuses on the principles of recording and sequencing music and 
develops the skills to use a wide range of equipment to effectively do this. Music Technology 
is relevant to more people now since the advent of the digital age and is something that 
almost all people have some contact with, whether they know it or not. 

Why study Music Technology? 
Music Technology has a high proportion of coursework which develops practical skills but goes 
much further. For instance, to produce an effective recording requires more than just 
knowledge of the equipment; it requires planning and organisation, people skills, a critical 
eye for different sources and the determination to produce the best possible result. A degree 
of perfectionism is very useful. Thus the subject is excellent for developing a range of skills 
that are not just software based. 

What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
Unit 1: Music Technology Portfolio 1 

(70%) 
Unit 2: Listening and Analysing (30%) 

 

A portfolio of work on CD consisting of 
three separate pieces: 

- a Sequenced Realised Performance 
- a multi-track recording 

- a Creative Sequenced Arrangement 

A 1 ¾ hour listening exam based on Popular 
Music, asking about recording methods, effects, 
musical aspects and other features of various 

extracts of music. 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Unit 3: Music Technology Portfolio 2 

(60%) 
Unit 4: Analysing and Producing (40%) 

A portfolio of work on CD consisting of 
three separate pieces: 

- a Sequenced Integrated Performance 
- a multi-track recording 

- a composition using Music Technology 

A 2 hour practical exam involving the importing 
and manipulation of various samples and the 
answering of questions on these and various 

production techniques. 

  

Can I do any background reading? 
There is a lot of material available both in hard copy and online about Music Technology. 
Reading on recording processes and sequencing is useful; there are free sequencers available 
for downloading and as they all work along similar principles, it is easy to get started with 
basic sequencing at home. 
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Physical Education 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Physical Education? 
Physical Education can be interpreted by people in many different ways - from a subject that is taught 
in all schools and is part of the core curriculum, to the numerous Universities that award degrees in 
Physical Education. Physical Education is unique as a subject, in that not only does it educate the 
body but also the mind; it encompasses the person as a whole and its impact on society. 
Physical Education is an umbrella term used to describe the study of a range of specified physical 
activities. It is a field of study which hinges on physical performance and exists as a family concept, 
consisting of play, physical recreation, sport and institutional physical recreation. 

 
Why study Physical Education? 
An Advanced level qualification in this subject is rapidly becoming an essential pre-requisite for 
specialist study in Physical Education and Sports Studies in Higher Education and it is also a suitable 
qualification for other areas of study. The content of the courses provide an excellent foundation for 
candidates intending to pursue careers in teaching and coaching, sports development, the leisure 
industry, recreational management and administration, the health and fitness industry and 
professional sport. 

 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 

Unit G451 Unit G452 
 

Socio-Cultural Studies 
Anatomy and Physiology 
Acquisition of Skill 

Performance and its improvement  
through critical analysis of practical techniques with 
synoptic application in two activities.                                                           

 One 2 hour paper Externally moderated 

 

A2 (Year 13) 

G453 G454 

Sports Psychology  
Exercise Physiology 
History of Sport 
Bio-Mechanics 

The improvement of effective performance and 
critical evaluation of the practical activities with 
synoptic application in one activity. 
 
Externally moderated One 2.5 hour paper 

  
 
What skills are necessary? 
 Students do not have to have GCSE Physical Education to study this course, although there is a logical 
progression from one to the other. The course is very much wide ranging: from the scientific; such as 
Bio-Mechanics and Exercise Physiology to the humanities of Socio-Cultural Studies and Historical 
Studies. There are always areas of this course that will particularly interest candidates and they can 
utilise their talents in these particular areas to great advantage. 
 
The majority of the course requires the ability to develop written arguments, so students should have 
a good English Language background and be able to analyse and interpret conceptual models in some 
depth. Students should be interested in the sporting world and although they will be able to utilise 
their own experiences, it is vital that they make themselves aware of the latest news and issues that 
are occurring. Although it might give some slight advantage to be an excellent performer in the 
coursework - it would depend on the individual's observational and analysis skills and to apply 
correctly their theoretical knowledge of the course to obtain high marks. 

 
 

* A choice of 
three from four. 
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Physics 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Physics? 
 
Physics is crucial to understanding the world around us and the world beyond us. It is the most 
basic and fundamental science. Physics challenges our imagination with concepts like relativity 
and string theory, and it leads to great discoveries, such as computers and lasers, that change 
our lives. It encompasses the study of the universe from the greatest galaxies to the smallest 
subatomic particles. 
 
Why study Physics? 
 
Studying physics gives you important transferable skills: 
  - how to think logically  
  - how to solve problems 
  - how to communicate 
 -  how to interpret information 
 
It can lead the way into wide range of careers in areas such as medical physics, astrophysics, 
geophysics, industry, education, research and telecommunications. Physics is essential for all 
engineering and technological courses in further education. 
 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
Unit Unit 

 
Unit 

Mechanics, Materials and 
Waves 

Particles, Quantum Phenomena 
and Electricity   

Investigative and Practical 
Skills 

Written exam Written Exam Centre Assessed unit 
40% of AS 
20 % of  Total Marks 

40% of AS 
20 % of  Total Marks 

20 % of AS 
10% of Total Marks 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Unit Unit Unit 

Fields and Further 
Mechanics 

Common topic of Nuclear and 
Thermal Physics, then a 
choice of  Astrophysics,  
Medical physics or Applied 
physics. 

Investigative and Practical 
Skills 

  

Written Exam 
20% of Total Marks 

Written Exam 
20% of Total Marks 
 

Centre Assessed unit 
10% of Total Marks 
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Psychology 
AS and A2 Level 
 

 
What is Psychology? 
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. Its aim is to discover, using 
theories and research just what makes us behave and think the way we do.  
 
Why study Psychology? 
Psychology is in itself interesting because most people are interested in people and why they 
think and behave the way they do. In fact we are all amateur psychologists. Hopefully by 
studying the course content you will get a greater understanding into your own behaviour and 
thought processes. However, the skills involved in studying Psychology are particularly 
valuable. You will analyse and evaluate research including data. You will develop critical 
thinking and you will improve on essay writing skills and research. Psychology fits very well 
with other A level subjects both on the creative side, such as Drama and Media Studies, also 
on the scientific side such as Biology and also in areas of business.     
 
What is the course structure? 
 

AS (Year 12) 
PSYB1 PSYB2 

Introducing Psychology Social and Cognitive Psychology 
 

Theories in Psychology 
Biopsychology 

Remembering and forgetting 
Social Influence  

Research Methods 
Gender 

Autism 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
PSYB3 PSYB4 

Child Development and Options 
Child Social Development  

Approaches, methods and debates in Psychology 

Forensic Psychology 
Mood disorders and Schizophrenia  

 The new syllabus in Psychology firmly places it as a science based subject.  The research 
methods topic requires mathematical skills.  It is recommended that students have a C grade 
GCSE in Biology and Mathematics. 
  
Can I do any background reading? 
The course begins with PSYB2.  It is best not to read textbooks at the beginning but go for a 
bit of „pop psychology‟ such as „Women are from Venus and Men are from Mars‟.  If you want 
something more theoretical – look at any book on Freud. The library also carries a monthly 
magazine „Psychology Review‟ which has lots of articles aimed at A level Psychology students.  
Summer preparatory work will be placed on the College intranet. 
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Spanish 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Spanish? 
In the A level course you would be building on the skills you acquired at GCSE level. The course is more 
interesting and relevant at A level. For example, you would be using up to date, authentic materials on 
subjects such as film and travel. Often there is a business element to the course. You will learn to argue 
and debate in the language. You will complete tasks that use all your language skills at the same time, 
just as you do in life. For example, you may read an article, listen to some further information to 
research the subject involved and then produce a presentation on it. While your language skills are 
developing you would also learn a lot about the culture of the countries where the language is spoken; 
about the food, history, cinema, famous people, etc. Therefore you will learn more about the world you 
are living in and will be a more rounded and better informed individual. 

 
Why study a Foreign Language? 
The most important reason has to be that you have enjoyed learning a language and want to improve 
your proficiency. You also would like to know more about the countries where your chosen language is 
spoken. Being able to speak another language well will make your life more interesting and fun! 
 
Secondly, you may be thinking of your future university career. University departments are very keen 
that their students have language skills, whichever subject they are studying. They will actively 
encourage you to study a language in at least your first year at university. If you can offer a language, 
even just at AS level, this will improve your chances of gaining access to oversubscribed courses. If, for 
example, you want to study history at a popular university, it is very important that you can offer a 
language. It is a very good idea to combine the study of a language with another subject.  
  
Thirdly you may be thinking of your eventual working career. There is clear evidence that people who 
have language skills earn more than those who do not. Also your chances of getting a sought after job are 
greatly improved. For example, the top London legal and accountancy companies insist on their recruits 
having language skills. Large companies who recruit graduates have the same policy. The Institute of 
Directors has complained that the shortage of skilled people with language skills is harming our economy! 
You are limiting your life chances if you do not study a language.  
 

What is the course structure? 

AS (Year 12) 
Topic 1 Topic 2 

(a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel 
and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment, 
customs, traditions, healthy living – health 
and nutrition, diet and exercise; unhealthy 
living - drugs, aids, smoking, alcohol, etc 

 

(b) The Individual and Society, including 
relationships and responsibilities, gender issues, 
youth culture (values, peer groups, fashions and 
trends etc.), education, vocational training and 
future careers. 

 

A2 (Year 13) 
Topic 3 Topic 4 

(c) Environmental Issues, including 
technology pollution, global warming, 
transport, energy, nuclear energy, 
renewable energies, conservation, recycling, 
and sustainability. 

(d) Social and Political Issues, including the role of 
the media, racism, immigration social exclusion and 
integration, terrorism, world of work (employment, 
commerce, globalization, etc.), 
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BTEC SPORT (Development, Coaching and Fitness)- 
BTEC National Certificate Level 3 
  

What is BTEC National Certificate Level 3? 
This is a course for those who love sport. It consists of both practical and theoretical 
elements. It is worth two A Levels at grade A- C.  (Note: You should take AS/A Level PE if you 
want to study PE Teaching at Degree Level).  Ideally students should have gained at least four 
GCSEs at grade C or above. All pupils will be expected to have passed GCSE Maths and English 
either before or during the course.  You will learn individual and team sports within lessons.     
Students will also be expected to commit to the training and playing of team and/or 
individual sports at the School. This will include the school teams. 

 
What is the course structure? 
100% coursework and there are 12 Units (6 in year 1 and another 6 in year 2). Each unit is 
graded as a PASS, MERIT or DISTINCTION 

 Unit 1 The Body In 

Action 

Unit 2 Health and 

Safety In Sport 

Unit 3 Training and 

Fitness for Sport 

Unit 4 Sports Coaching 

This unit looks at the 

skeleton, the muscular, 

cardio-vascular and the 

respiratory system and the 

effects of exercise on the 

body. This unit is a theory 

based unit.  

This unit is also a theory 

based unit and looks at key 

factors that influence health 

and safety in sport. You will 

carry out your own risk 

assessments and plan a 

sporting activity taking into 

account the safety of the 

participants and colleagues. 

This unit is a theory and 

practical based unit. You 

will undertake a variety of 

fitness tests and then plan 

your own fitness training 

programme over a six week 

period, keeping a log book 

on your progress and 

evaluating your 

performance. 

This unit is a practical based 

unit. You will learn about the 

roles and responsibilities of a 

coach and how to improve the  

performance of an athlete. You 

will plan and deliver a coaching 

session.  

Unit 5 Sports 

Development 

Unit 6 Fitness Testing 

for Sport and Exercise 

EITHER:  Unit 7 – 
Practical TEAM Sports 

OR: Unit 8 Practical 
INDIVIDUAL Sports 

This unit is a theory based 

unit.  You will gain the 

understanding of key 

concepts of sports 

development and providers 

within the developmental 

structure.  You will learn 

about sports initiatives and 

how quality is measured 

within sports development. 

This unit will be assessed by 

theory but will contain some 

practical involvement.  You 

will learn about laboratory 

and field-based fitness tests 

and devise a health screening 

questionnaire, prepare and 

carry out  fitness tests and 

analyse the results collated. 

This is a mainly practical 

unit. You will learn about a 

variety of skills, techniques, 

tactics and rules in selected 

team sports.  

  
 

 

This is a mainly practical unit. 

You will learn about a variety of 

skills, techniques, tactics and 

rules in selected sports.  

  

 

Unit 12 Leadership in 

Sport 

Unit 17 Sports Injuries 

  

Unit 21 Rules, 

Regulations and 

Officiating in Sport 

Unit 24 Sport as a 

Business 

 

This unit is a theory and 

practical based unit. You 

will learn about the 

qualities and characteristics 

of an effective sports 

leader, the importance of 

psychological   factors in 

sport as well as planning 

and leading your own sports 

activity. 

  

This is a theory based unit. 

You will discover ways to 

prevent injury in sport, 

gaining an understanding of 

how sporting injuries occur 

and the symptoms involved, 

and how to treat sports 

injuries. 

  
 

This unit is a theory and 

practical based unit. You 

will officiate with some 

support and analyse others 

officiating. You will learn 

the role and responsibilities 

of an    official and the 

rules and regulations within 

a selected sport. 

  
 

This unit is a theory based unit. 

You will learn how to run a 

successful sports        business, 

how it is organised and 

understand the structure of the 

legal and       financial 

influences. You will conduct 

your own market research 

relating to a   selected sports 

business. 
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Travel and Tourism 
AS and A2 Level 
 

What is Travel and Tourism? 
The Travel & Tourism Industry is one of the most dynamic industries in the world. In the UK 

alone there are over 2.5 million people employed in either leisure or tourism based 

organisations. It is a vocational course where you study the industry from a business 

perspective as well as from the customer‟s point of view. You get to study different parts of 

the world, travel methods and facilities offered by a variety of destinations. 

 
Why study Travel and Tourism? 
Travel and Tourism offers you the chance to operate a real business and apply your 

knowledge, without just learning theory. Maybe you want to work in an area within the 

leisure, travel and tourism industry. Perhaps you want to be a holiday rep, cabin crew, work 

your way to management or continue studying this area to a higher level? This subject allows 

you progression to the work place or to further study. It also helps you to develop and use 

skills which will be relevant to any university course or workplace, as the emphasis is on 

independent study. 

 

What courses or employment can you progress to at the end of the course? 

Students with an A level in Travel and Tourism will have access to a wide range of career and 

higher education opportunities. You learn to use a wide variety of transferable skills 

throughout the course. These include collecting, analysing and interpreting data, 

communicating your findings in different ways, and identifying and developing links between 

different parts of the subject. These skills are in great demand and are recognised by 

colleges, universities and employers as being of great value. 

 
 

What is the course structure? 
The course is 60% coursework and 40% examination. 

AS (Year 12) 
Inside Travel and Tourism     Examination  
Travel and Tourism - A People Industry   Portfolio assessment 
Travel Destinations      Portfolio assessment 

A2 (Year 13) 
Travel and Tourism Project     Portfolio Assessment  
Travel and Tourism – People and Quality  Examination 
Current Issues in Travel and Tourism   Portfolio Assessment 
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Contact Details 
 

For further advice or information please contact the Head of Sixth Form, Mr Alister Laing, on 
+44(0)1453 820417 or e-mail alister.laing@wycliffe.co.uk 

 
 

General queries should be directed to the school office. 
 
Wycliffe College 
Bath Road 
Stonehouse 
Gloucestershire 
GL10 2JQ 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1453 822432 
Fax: +44 (0)1453 827634 
 
E-mail: senior@wycliffe.co.uk 
 


